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* SHOULD not have riſen in a debate which has been ſo fully 
diſcuſſed, if I had not felt myſelf irreſiſtibly called upon by ſome _ 


expreſſions which have dropt from the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, who founded all his arguments in favour of thoſe miniſters 


who had negotiated the peace, upon a public declaration of the 
© oral inability of this country in every reſpect, naval, — 
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and financial. He has told us, that our navy can ſcarcely floet 
above water, that-our total fund of recruits for the land ſervice for 
the year 1783, does not exceed 3000 men; and officially he de- 
clares, from the Exchequer itlelf, that we are a bankrupt people. 
He likewiſe adds, what is worſe than all theſe, that we are a. 


faithleſs people; although the noble Lord who makes you the pre- 


ſent motion, piefaces that motion by an unanimous declaration, 
that we will moſt inviolably. adhere to the peace and ſupport it; 
and that we will not even proceed one ſtep in commenting upon 
it, until we have given public parliamentary faith never to depart, 
in the leaſt degree, from the terms of it, | 

Away, ſays the honourable Gentleman, with ſuch pretexts ; 
you pretend offence with the Miniſter, but your yiew is is brell 
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the peace. Let me aſk you, Sir, which argument tends the mo 


to defeat the peace; to publiſh to all Europe (what, however, he 
cannot prove) that we are without a 1 without an army, with- 
out financial reſources, and, withal, a faithleſs people; or to ſay, 
as we do, with arguments from facts, and a juſt view of our own 
ſituation, that we are in full and ſufficient ſtrength to repel any 
attack from our antient enemies, which his declaration of our total 
national debility might invite, and bring upon us? See likewiſe, 
Sir, how we are hemmed in on our part of the argument; for if 
we ſtand out to vindicate the faculties and reſources of our country, 
we are then charged with mutiny, domeſtic diſcontent, againſt a 
peace inadequate to our ſituation; knowing no other choice left to 
us but to fit in ſilence, (which it is impoſſible td do) and to hear 
our country villified for inability in its national powers, and for 
ill faith. | | | | 

I muſt tread through this dilemma as well as I can, upon the 
conſciouſneſs of acting from the convictions of truth and juſtice. 
This country has reſources to defend its honour, and to repel 
every unjuſt inſult from its enemies, but nevertheleſs we will ne- 
ver break the national plighted faith, I knoy it is a tender and 
delicate moment to preſs upan the inadequacy of the terms of 


peace, leaſt we ſhould be conſtrued to mean a renewal of the war; 


and for this reaſon, I have abſtained from every argument on that 


ſubject. | 
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be neceſſary for their removal. I ſhall not, at this late hour, in- 
troduce the diſcuſſion of this new topic, but I ſhall defer it till 
ſome future queſtions which will hereafter come before us, re- 
ſpecting the troops in America. | 

In the mean time, I defire it may be remembered, that I enter 
this proteſt now; and if I find any obſcurity in the conduct of 
Miniſters _ this head, in the future queſtions relating to the 
number and diſpoſition of our troops, I ſhall bring this point to a 
teſt, and give every reſi ſtance to it in my power. Upon the 
whole, Sir, I ſhall oppoſe any farther continuance of any Britiſh 
force in America. And having thus declared my ſentiments upon 
this fundamental point, which would deſtroy the root of the late 
war, and having proteſted in favour of our public faith, in the 
obſervance of the terms of the treaties before us, I .conclude 


ſimply with declaring, that I ſhall attend to this point of the re- - 


moval of the Britiſh troops from America, in all future queſtions 
pertinent to it, which may come before the Houſe, 


- 
x s . r - ; . > * 
„ 4 T * 4 4 Y 94 . 
5 * ; 1 * - 4 
W * . 7 1 ? * 1 
8 v : 3 $77 4.56 - „ 4 44 x 
T- 6-6: 5 * . x 
\ 3 * a . — » * 
6 8 


I 
* 


